
God’s Acre Remembrance Day 
Archerfield Airport 

Sunday 28th June from 10:00am 
Exciting Highlights for this Year. 

 
1. Sink Hole Reveals site of Grenier’s Well & Windmill 

A large sink hole appeared in one of the grass 
runways at Archerfield Airport in the early 
March of this year.  The sink hole measured 
2m by 3m by 5m deep.  Don Foy, Foreman 
discovered in the sink hole ironbark shoring 
and iron rods believed to be the remnants of 
Thomas & Mary Grenier’s bore and windmill 
from the 1860’s.  Also discovered was a 
section from the windmill pump mechanism 
that was in remarkably good condition (See 
attached Photo). The windmill would have 
been close to the Grenier’s home “The 
Willows” which was at the northern end of 
the airport towards Barton Street.  This is a 
remarkable window back into early history of 
the area - the items discovered in the sink 
hole will be on display at this year 
Remembrance Day.  A talk by Darcy Maddock 
will highlight the importance of these 
findings. 

 

 
 
Section of the Windmill pump mechanism found in the 
sink hole at Archerfield Airport.  This relic from 
Grenier’s home bore and windmill dates from 1869 to 
1876 because that was the period of the makers mark 
on the pump and is in remarkably good condition.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“The Willows”, the original homestead built in the 1850’s by Thomas and Mary Grenier at the northern end of what 
now is Archerfield Airport.



2. Grenier’s Farm – Site of Brisbane’s 1st purpose built Horse Race track.  
Darcy Maddock has discovered the Brisbane first purpose made horse race track was built in 1843 
on what become Thomas Grenier’s Farm (in 1855), and is now Archerfield Airport.  The race 
meetings were held annually as a 3 day picnic camping outing and people come from the city and 
all over to attend these big events.  In the second talk Darcy will speak at this year’s Remembrance 
Day about the early history of racing in Queensland.   
 

 
An aerial photo of the land that is now Archerfield Airport taken in 1931.  The location of Grenier’s race track from 

1860’s can still is seen as an elliptical shape around the centre of the photo and proceeding towards the bottom right 
hand corner of the photo. 

 
3. History of the Cemetery and of Grenier’s Farm. 

The third talk will give an overview of the history of the cemetery and of Grenier’s farm 
which was the land that is now Archerfield Airport.  Thomas and Mary Grenier bought the 
land in 1855 which was then part of New South Wales.  This will be aimed at newcomers to 
Remembrance Day but will also be a refresher for our many long term supporters. 
 

4. Program for Remembrance Day 
10:00 am  Morning Tea will be available (gold coin donation) 
10:30 am   Tour of the cemetery commences 
11:00 am   Official talks commence 
11:40 am   Talks conclude and sausage sizzle and drinks available for purchase. 

 
 

Please come along and Make this Remembrance Day specials and memorable.  
Please encourage members of your extended family including the younger 

generations to come. 
Annual Memberships are due.  Please make sure you renew.  

PS.  Bring a chair 
 


